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resigned; the three most serious outbreaks in the
history of the College, including the riot of 1811,
occurred during the nine years of his administration;
and proofs can be given in dealing with the beginning
of Dr. Batten's administration that a more vigorous
hand was needed than that of the poor old clergyman,
who retired in 1815 at the age of seventy-five and
died immediately afterwards.
Applying our modern ideas, or indeed applying the
simplest common sense, it should have been obvious
that an old clergyman of sixty-six, whose college ex-
perience had ended thirty years before, and whose
work since then had been teaching schoolboys, was
not the right man to start upon true lines a unique
institution. The Court of Directors presumably knew
and cared little about educational qualifications and
the idea in the minds of some of them that they
wanted a school, not a college, doubtless led them
into the sad mistake of appointing a schoolmaster
to be the first Principal of their college. From an
educational point of view, then, Haileybury had a
bad start. All students of the history of education
know how any new foundation may be handicapped
for years by an unwise selection of its first faculty.
The responsibility for this bad start and for the want
of perception of definite aim or the grasp of definite
policy rests not so much upon the poor old gentle-
man, whose name alone lives from his having been
the first Principal of Haileybury, as upon the men
who appointed him. It will be seen that throughout